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THE ROLE OF HEYDAR ALIYEV IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF LITERATURE AND CULTURAL LIFE IN THE SOUTHERN
REGIONS OF AZERBAIJAN

The aim of the article is to consider issues of concern for the literary traditions of the southern
regions of Azerbaijan, especially the development of literary culture in 1969—-2003, when Azerbaijan
was led by the Heydar Aliyev. Based on the facts, attention was brought to the regional branches of
the Azerbaijan Writers Union, especially to poets and writers, about the role of the national leader
as the head of state.

Methods and methodology. During the study, biographical and formal literary methods were used
to analyze literary works based on facts.

Novelty of the article. For the first time in domestic scientific literature, based on the cultural
policy of the world-famous politician Heydar Aliyev, the positive influence of the attention and care
of the head of state on representatives of the literary activities of the region is shown.

Conclusions. Today, throughout Azerbaijan, especially in the southern region of our then
independent republic, we have witnessed the role of the Great Leader Heydar Aliyev once again
being confirmed. The economic development laid down by Heydar Aliyev and successfully continued
and developed by his worthy follower Ilham Aliyev, in many ways raises Azerbaijan to the heights
that it deserves in the world community. From this height, not only the economy of Azerbaijan is
clearly visible, but also the rich literary culture, which serves to raise the image of our nation,
making it the owner of respect and authority among the civilized peoples of the world.

1t is gratifying that in the southern regions, which is one of the charming corners of the republic,
based on ancient and rich cultural traditions, enjoying the best, advanced cultural and literary-
spiritual traditions of the modern world, we have. The article touches on only one aspect: a
multifaceted cultural and spiritual life is rapidly developing here. In this case, we must once again
note that the basis of this development is the attention and care of the state. There is no doubt that
respected literary and cultural figures of the southern regions played a historical role in the further
enrichment of Azerbaijani literature as a whole.

Key words: literature, Southern region of Azerbaijan, Heydar Aliyev, dynamics of development
of poetic heritage.

Introduction. National Leader, Great Leader
Heydar Aliyev, who holds one of the leading places
among the greatest personalities created by the
Azerbaijani people throughout their ancient and rich
history devoted his entire profound phenomenal life
and his inexhaustible energy to the tireless struggle
for the development of our people to the promotion
of literary heritage and taking the high position it
deserves in the world community until his last breath.

During a period of nearly 35 years, from the
time he came to power in Azerbaijan in 1969 until
his death in 2003, The great leader in his public
speeches, he always quoted prominent representatives
of Azerbaijani literature and promoted his native
language. His skill in the field of oratory has become
the language of all over the world, and the right path
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defined by Heydar Aliyev for the development of our
national literature was of exceptional importance.

Indeed, as a result of faithfully following the course
set by the great leader Heydar Aliyev, our Azerbaijan
President Ilham Aliyev is leading our country and
people from victory to victory in the field of literature
and culture. Among these victories, it is can not be
deny the exceptional importance of post-war peace-
building and culture-building.

The main factors of Heydar Aliyev's cultural
policy. During Heydar Aliyev's leadership of
Azerbaijan, continued and developed of the ancient
and rich cultural traditions of the Azerbaijani people
within the requirements of the new era and the new
global geopolitical conditions. Without this factor, it
makes no sense to talk about the peculiarities of the
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national mentality and national image of any nation
and people. Thanks to God's grace and the wisdom of
our people, we have enough cultural and moral values
that define our national identity and make us stand out
among other ethnic groups.

The great leader used to say that, “the nation is
known, considered and distinguished among the
nations of the world by its many characteristics. The
highest and greatest of these features is culture”.
That is why the great leader always focused on the
development of the people's culture during all the
periods he was in power” [1, p. 5].

In the classical literature of Azerbaijan, which
draws strength from the ancient culture of Azerbaijan
and the rich oral literature of people, the cultural
development of the people was highly valued, and
Heydar Aliyev, who is deeply familiar with this
literature, brought his own idea with quotes from this
rich treasure whenever he had the opportunity and
strengthened his conclusions.

The immortal legacy of Dede Gorgud, Nizami
Ganjavi, Muhammad Fuzuli, Molla Panah Vagif,
Huseyn Javid, Samad Vurgun and many other classical
artists, as well as the creativity of contemporary poets
and writers, who are the authors of the rare pearls
that Azerbaijan has given to the treasury of world
literature, as well as the creativity of contemporary
poets and writers, is always the care and attention
of the Great Leader, the promotion of these unique
values not only among our people, but throughout the
world has always made him think.

It is not by chance that academician Teymur Karimli
in his book “Heydar Aliyev and classical heritage” used
the famous couplet of the immortal Nizami Ganjavi,
“If you ask after 100 years: “Where is he?”” Everything
sounds: “It’s here, it’s here!” improvising in the form,
he continues: Indeed, if you look at any sphere of life
in the independent Republic of Azerbaijan, you will see
a trace of Heydar Aliyev, a result of activity, a perfectly
realized work, a cultural-spiritual monument, and in
this regard, of course, the great activity of the National
Leader in connection with the classical heritage cannot
be excluded. Because this activity is directly related to
the ideology of Azerbaijanism, which Heydar Aliyev
formed, systematized and turned into a social-political-
historical concept and 1t is known that the National
Leader attached great importance to the promotion of this
ideology and its transformation into an action incentive
that every Azerbaijani would be proud of and should turn
into a means of national existence” [2, p. 3—4].

The National Leader who cherished even the most
ordinary parts of his Motherland, loved every corner
of it, became an example to generations by focusing

his struggle for the whole Azerbaijan and the ideology
of Azerbaijaniism on the development of the regions,
especially on their cultural and spiritual development.

The role of Heydar Aliyev in the development of
the literature of the Southern region of Azerbaijan.
The Southern region of Azerbaijan was no exception
in terms of national leader Heydar Aliyev's concern
for national literature. Sabuhi Aran, who highly
appreciated the great attention and care shown to
Lankaran region by Heydar Aliyev since the first
period of his rule, wrote:

“The development of the Lankaran region has
always been a special focus of the national leader
Heydar Aliyev. He came to Lankaran 6 times (in 1973,
1974, 1979, 1992 and 1998) took a close interest
in the life of the region, studied the problems of the
population and took appropriate measures on the spot.
The visits of the leader, who held meetings in factories
and other enterprises and communicated directly with
the workers in the fields, became a significant event in
the socio-economic and cultural life of Lankaran, and
had a strong impact on the general progress” [3, p. 15].

Of course, Heydar Aliyev was first of all an
enlightened leader,a patron of science and art, apatron
of creative people, and precisely in this respect, unlike
other leaders of the former Soviet republics, during
his visits to the regions, he meets and talks not only
with hard-working people, but also with intellectuals,
people of words and arts, worries about various
spiritual and moral problems, and reveals the aspects
that hinder the rise of cultural development in the
places showing ways to correct them. It can be thought
that the following verses of the genius Azerbaijani poet
and thinker Nizami Ganjavi, whose work he knows
by heart, and whose 880th anniversary was named the
“Year of Nizami” by the Decree of the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan Mr. Ilham Aliyev on January 5,
2021, are for a moment the phenomenal of the Great
Leader did not leave his memory:

He ordered that such a decree be issued:

"A scientist is the dearest person in my eyes!
With science, with art, no one else

Can't give preference to anyone!

Among the ranks, one is selected —

The place of the scientist is higher than all!" [4, p. 37]

Academician Isa Habibbeyli, in his famous article
on Heydar Aliyev and literature, highly appreciates
the role of literature in the formation of this great
personality and writes:

“Heydar Aliyev is one of the rare statesmen in the
world who has extensive and systematic knowledge
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of literature. The factor of literature occupied a special
place in the formation of the worldview of Heydar
Aliyev, who was distinguished by his extraordinary
reading ability from his youth, and who bravely
appeared on stage alongside professional theater
actors even at a young age. This historical figure
himself acknowledged the great role of fiction in his
personal destiny:

“Personally, | am a person who loves literature very
much and I have loved literature since my youth, even
since I was a child, when I read the first examples of
literature in school... literature and culture had a great
role in my formation as a person, in my education,
morals, and spirituality. When I was in high school,
I read all the works of Azerbaijani poets and writers
with pleasure... In those years, in those years of
childhood and youth, they influenced me so much that
I have not forgotten them. These words "I have read,
I have not forgotten" are not just an opinion. In other
words, they influenced me, I benefited from them, I
received spiritual food” [5, p. 4].

Heydar Aliyev, who highly appreciates the role of
museums where material culture samples are collected
and preserved in the formation of the national image
of the people, while visiting the city of Lankaran in
1979, the history-local history museum, which he
met with great interest, made a great impression on
him and recommended the spread of this advanced
example to the whole country. This fact itself is a
clear proof of how much attention Heydar Aliyev
paid to the cultural development of the regions and
the importance he gave to the spread of advanced
practice. Again, let's turn to the source:

“On December 8, 1979, Heydar Aliyev, who got
acquainted with the museum (Lankaran City History —
Geography Museum — R.S.) was satisfied with what
he saw and wrote the following notes in the memorial
book with his signature:

“The Lankaran History-Geography Museum
creates a broad idea of Lankaran. The exhibits here
provide an opportunity to get acquainted with the
achievements of workers and hardworking people.
I thank the employees of the museum for their
activities. I hope that the museum will always be a
temple to which working people will turn...”

It was after getting acquainted with this museum
that the head of the country issued an order the creation
of local history museums in all regions that will keep
local history alive. This process started in 1980. The
Lankaran History-Geography Museum preserves
and displays the notes signed by Heydar Aliyev like
hundreds of exhibits of the special corner named after
him. This signature is a permanent confirmation of
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the attention and love that Heydar Aliyev has always
shown to Lankaran, rich in local culture, traditions,
and history” 3, p. 15].

It's no secret that in places with fascinating nature,
poets and artists with fine taste and nature are born.
The Southern region of our country has inspired poets
since ancient times not only with its beautiful nature,
but also with its open-hearted and sincere people,
encouraging them to write and create. However, as
a creative organization, the Union of Writers in the
Southern region was formed during the reign of Great
Leader Heydar Aliyev and continues its activities
successfully today. Prominent Azerbaijani journalist
Flora Khalilzadeh writes while investigating the
history of the Lankaran branch of the Azerbaijan
Writers' Union:

“The Lankaran branch of the Azerbaijan Writers'
Union was established at the end of 1978. The
division covers Astara, Lankaran, Lerik, Yardimli,
Masalli and Jalilabad regions. At that time, the branch
was called the Lankaran branch of the Azerbaijan
Union of Writers. The first head of the branch was the
writer Mammadhuseyn Aliyev. When the branch was
newly established, there were only 6 members of the
Union of Writers in 6 districts. A literary meeting was
held every Sunday. The writers of the region would
read their works for the first time in this assembly.
Mammadhuseyn Aliyev, the head of the department,
would make sacrifices for the further development
of literary life in the southern region. He led the
department for 14 years” [6, p. 7].

Attention and care of Heydar Aliyev to the
Lankaranbranch of the Azerbaijan Writers' Union.
Since the revitalization of literary life in the regions,
then in the Southern region, was one of the factors
that spurred the cultural and spiritual development
as a whole, it could not remain unnoticed by Heydar
Aliyev, who highly valued the role of literature in
the life of the society, and the Lankaran branch of
the Azerbaijan Writers' Union also developed from
a small organization and established its own role in
contemporary Azerbaijani literature its transformation
into an institution that speaks its word was possible
as a result of the attention and care of the National
Leader. So, in the following years, the section,
which started its activity with only 5-6 members,
has become a number of prominent representatives,
among them, along with the chairmen of the section
after Mammadhuseyn Aliyev, Shakar Aslan and
Iltifat Saleh, there are more than 50 members,
many of whom are already well-known writers like
Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan, they operate in a
lively literary environment. Among them are Ahad
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Mukhtar, Zulfugar Godmanli, Novruz Ibadoglu,
Azad Talishoglu, Allahverdi Mammadli, Firudin
Agayev, Agaddin Mansurzade, Bahlul Abdulla,
Zeydulla Agayev, Ayaz Vafali, Maarif Teymur, Azade
Musayeva, Jamal Yusifzade, Sevda Aliyeva, Aslan
Guliyev, Fakhreddin Ziya, Zohrab Zovunlu, Mammad
Kazim, Alisa Nijat, Sahib Aliyev, Etibar Ahadov,
Aliye Seyidgizi, Agafar Hasanli, Kardashkhan Aziz
and others are possible to mention the names of well-
known artists who have effective literary activity.
The published books of Ilham Ilhamin, Hafiz Mirza,
Ahmet Hagsever, Mehman Karakhanoglu, Meykhosh
Abdulla, and Kardash Alishoglu, among the members
of the section, are well known to the readers.

It is also clear that literature and culture in itself,
as a phenomenon of a superstructure, are developed
and enriched in a state with a strong economy, where
the welfare of the people is improving day by day, and
where household concerns are relatively light, and
there is an ideological-aesthetic demand for it among
the people, especially among the representatives of
the growing younger generation increases. With this
in mind, the Great Leader put forward a very popular
programmatic idea: "A state with a strong economy is
capable of everything!”

Today in all of Azerbaijan, in the Southern region
of our then independent republic, we see the truth
of this brilliant idea of the Great Leader Heydar
Aliyev, which has the nature of a program, once again
found its proof. The economic development, which
was founded by National Leader Heydar Aliyev,
and successfully continued and developed by Ilham
Aliyev, the worthy follower of the Great Leader, the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev,
in many ways, raises Azerbaijan to the heights it
deserves in the world community. Looking from that
height, not only the economy of Azerbaijan, but also
the rich culture is clearly visible, it serves to raise the
image of our nation, to make it the owner of respect
and authority among the people of the world.

It is gratifying that in the Southern region, which
is one of the charming corners of our paradise-like
Motherland, based on ancient and rich cultural
traditions, benefiting from the best, advanced cultural
and spiritual traditions of the modern world, and
which we have only touched on one aspect of here, the
multifaceted cultural and spiritual life is developing
vigorously. We feel obliged to mention once again
that the basis of this development is the attention
and care of our state, our powerful heads of state like
Heydar Aliyev and Ilham Aliyev. There is no doubt
that the respected cultural figures of the Southern
region will also respond to this care and attention, and
will play their historical role in the further enrichment
of Azerbaijani culture in general.

Conclusions. Today, throughout Azerbaijan,
especially in the southern region of our then independent
republic, we have witnessed the role of the Great
Leader Heydar Aliyev once again being confirmed.
The economic development laid down by Heydar
Aliyev and successfully continued and developed by
his worthy follower Ilham Aliyev, in many ways raises
Azerbaijan to the heights that it deserves in the world
community. From this height, not only the economy of
Azerbaijan is clearly visible, but also the rich literary
culture, which serves to raise the image of our nation,
making it the owner of respect and authority among the
civilized peoples of the world.

It is gratifying that in the southern regions, which
is one of the charming corners of the republic, based
on ancient and rich cultural traditions, enjoying the
best, advanced cultural and literary-spiritual traditions
of the modern world, we have. The article touches on
only one aspect: a multifaceted cultural and spiritual
life is rapidly developing here. In this case, we must
once again note that the basis of this development is
the attention and care of the state. There is no doubt
that respected literary and cultural figures of the
southern regions played a historical role in the further
enrichment of Azerbaijani literature as a whole.
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CagixoBa P. POJIb TEVJIAPA AJIIEBA Y PO3BUTKY JITEPATYPHU TA KYJIBTYPHOI'O JKUTTSI
Y MIBJIEHHUX PETTOHAX ABEPBAMIJKAHA

Memoto cmammi € po3ensi0 numaub, WO XEUN00Mmb JiMepamypHi mpaouyii niG0eHHux pecionis
Aszepbatiodcarny, ocobaueo pozsumok aimepamyproi kynomypu 6 1969—2003 poxax, xonu Aszepbatiodcan
ouomosae leiidap Anice. Ha ocnosi paxmis 006edeno ysazy npo poib 3a2aibHOHAYIOHANILHO20 HI0epa SK
anasu oepoicasu 00 pelionanvHux ioditensy Cninku nucoMeHHuKie Azepbatiodicany, ocooiugo 0o noemis ma
NUCbMEHHUKIB.

Memoou ma memooonozisa. Y xo0i 0ocniodicenns npu ananizi aimepamypHux meopie 3a gaxmamu 6yn0
sUKOpUCmano dioepaghiunuii ma GopmarbHO-1IMEPAMYpPHULL MEMOOU.

Hoeusna cmammi. Bnepuwie y eimuusnsamnitl HAyKoGill Jaimepamypi HA OCHOGI KYIbMYPHOI NOMIMUKU
6cecsimHbo gidomozo nonimuka Ieidapa Anicéa noxkazano no3umueHull 6NIUE Yyeazu ma mypoomu 21aeu
Oeparcasi NPeoCcmasHUKAM imepamyproi OisibHOCII pecion).

Bucnosku. Cvo200mi y 6cvomy Azepbatiodcani, 0coonuso y nis0enHomy pecioni Hauloi moodi He3aneicHoi
pecnybnixu, mu Oynu ceiokamu, pois Benuxozo Boowcos Ietidapa Aniesa 6kompe 3HAUUAA C80€E NIOMBEPONCEHHSL.
Exonomiunuii pozeumox, 3axnadenuii I etioapom Aniegum i YCnittHo npoo08iCceHUll i pO38UHEHU 11020 2i0HUM
nocriooguukom Libxamom Aniceum, 6acamo 6 womy nioHimae Asepbaiiodxcan na mi GUCOmMU, HA AKI GiH
3acnye08y€e y C8IMOBOMY Cnigmoeapucmei. 3 yiei gucomu 0odpe 6uOHO He uue eKoHOMIKa Azepbaiiodicany,
a 1 6acama nimepamypHa Kyibmypd, KA CAyACUmMb NIOHAMMIO IMioxcy Hawlol nayii, pobums il onodapem
nosazu ma asmopumemy cepeo YUusinizo8anux Hapooie ceinty.

Bmiwmno, wo 6 nigdennux pecionax, sKuil € OOHUM I3 4aPIGHUX KYNMOYKI@ pecnyOniKu, 3aCHOBAHOI HA
Ccmapooasnix ma bazamux KyJIbmypHUx mpaouyisx, o KOpUCmyemoscsa Kpawumu, nepedosumu KyibmypHuUMu
ma aimepamypHo-0yX08HUMU MPAOUYIAMU CYHACHO20 CIMY, | AKI MU Maemo. Y cmammi nopyuieno auuie
00UH acnekm. mym OYpXIUBO PO3BUBAEMbCA ba2amozpante KyavmypHe ma 0yxoene scumms. 1 mym noeuHHi
BKOMpE HA20NOCUMU, U0 OCHOBOIO Yb020 PO3BUMKY € y6aza i mypboma Oepxcasu. Hemae cymmuigy, wo wianogui
Oisui timepamypu ma Kyibmypu nie0eHHUX pecionié 8idiepanu iCmopudny poib y NOOAlbUloMy 30a2aueHii
azepoatioNHcancbKoi iimepamypu 3a2aiom.

Kniouosi cnoea: nimepamypa, Ilieoennuii pecion Aszepbaiioxncany, letioap Anies, ounamixka po3eumky
noemuyHoi cnaouuHu.
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